
"ldesigned the
car, but Roger
MooresoldÏt"

Votvo P1800 owner and enthuslast Martin Lund

ow77 yerrs old, Peile Petterson
remairx cornpletely unimpressed
by his own efforts as a car
designer. He just shrugs his
shoulders drat, for rnorc than 50
years, Volvo consciously ignored
the fact drat it g'as hirn and not

t)te kalian canozzeria Frua that had stylcd the
P1800 sports coupé. In fact, Pctterson can't
rcally undersrand the growing intcrest around
hinr rrd r he P I 800. He\ happy Lu rreerr e.r visiu
howerer, and is especially pleued to see the tw. o
models we've brought with us both photo-
grephcr LriÍsrcdr and lown P I 800s. and meeting
the man behind the car is a lonpptanding ambi
tion. Wc've invited ourselves to an impromptu
'car signing' at Pellet house on the eve ofthe
model! 50ó anniversary in 2010.

Suntanned, weatherbeatel and dressed in
'Pelle P' his ourr range ofclothinEJ - Petterson
welcomes us to his waterfront home in the litde
town of Kuilavik, 25kn soudr of Gotlcnburg,
Êom which he has been turning out designs for
many years. Apart fiom óe Volvo P1800, the
only other car h e worked on was the NSU Prinz,
but Petterson has been involverl in plcnty of
ot}rer industrial design projecrs. IrIc is (still) an
Ollrnpic yachtsman and has spent most ofhis
Iife eithrr sailing cornperirirelv or designing
boas, including the popular Maxi Yachts.

,\h er oficring rround the Danish p:rsu'ies, our
affable host begins to tell us how itallstarted: "I
pge*' up with a father [Flelmer Petterson] who
was a real car ËeaL. He was a racingdriverand I
remember those dals at the track veryclearly
that was really something to look up to! M1'
father was also a bitofan inventor, and he devel
oped wood,/gas generators for cars during the
war. That was u'hat brought him into contact
with Volvo. He had good taste and a fine serse of
form and, although he had no training, he was a
talented, practical man. When Volvo decided to
build a ncw car in 194 3. mr' Íather wrs given
responsibiliry tor the project and liom rime to
time I was allowed to follow him to work and
watch him developing the car, which had bcen
dubbed the Pl'.t44- I used to race soapbox cars

meets Pe[[e Petterson, the unassuming stylist
of the Swedish manufacturer's sexiest model

pHor0cRApHy pELLE PETTERSoN/^xDERs LóFsrEoT

Thê wooden bu.k foíthê
P1800, with its signaturê

rear fins (inspred by

AmeriEan dêsign) tak€s

shèp€ undêr thê watchful
êy€ of Frua's Éraftsnen I
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rnd I qot r lot of help 1rr-'nr nrt' fathcr and g on
rrces in a crrt built speciallr.' for mc 1rr, \'crlr'o
:irr-Fenrers- I later stuclied nrrrths nnd phlsics
Sefore treining rs tn enginecr,rnd trrrr.elling ttr
- e t S \ r. -n J' .1" en. \ ^I'. L"'I ',rr'rrri'
,ionecl a sunshiclcl tlesign frorr mr'fathet-'s
:ompirnt'. anclit n_as the lo\ lldcs |Íoln ratproal

.r tlr 't l' "lr,.r Ir'.t,rdte..'t tllelr.- ln-rirr,
in llroolJvn onc oithe liest design schools in
:hc utrrlcl et the rime. I vas an acconrplishccl
Jraftsmrn lnd carpenter, end that u as 

"r'hat 
I

...d,1 ,i,'rl'e.'.l,nrrrr'l, elrr r. de 'iu.r
:ne right tirrle, becrLrsc *hen I iinished nrl lathcr
qot me a job u ith Fnu Design in 

-lirrir, 
o."

Jn ordct to entcl the Anrcricnn InNrkct. \roh_r)

,r rntcd ro buiki e sports c'rr ilorn ghssfill-e strll
: relrtilell nc\r' rnrterial jn the 1950s. The
':rroject, l hich r,-.rs cht istencd thc P 1900, l as

rlagLred bl tcchnicrl problems and in the end

"nLr'67 
cxrnples of F.urope'.s fiÍsr glassfli)r-e car

,r ele bLrilt. Ttrc clternr of builtling r desirrble
crr tor the \rlcricirn mlrkct rcmained ali..e.
ro'r'cver, and thc unlirtnrnate P 1900 par-cd thc
lrr tirr rn al1 nel sports cer: rhc P1il00.:\ud
-llis tlmc \irlr_o succecdcd.

''|oh'o r asn't plennrnq to bujlcl ! first crr."
:rplrins Petterson. "\1'hlt thev l.rntecl l rs to
rruiltl r srrrtt Cl I nrodcl. b;rsecl rrn stlndlrd
\irh o componelts. 'l hc pl,rn l_as to outsoulce
ihe crrls manufrrctrrrc bcc.rusc -rbltr'.s Ss eclish

plrnt ditln't h,rve thc trccess,rn ceprcrtr'. \1r'
'l:rht:r' h,rrl raken drc I'1{){10 or I tour of r nunrbcr
ricorcht ork fictories jn Italr u hilc tcst-rlririrs
fie crr ancl trad heen irnprcs.sccl lrt these lirrns'
:bllirr' to bend, prcss anrl Í,rrn sheet stccl. Luiqi
Segre. the nrrn hchind bc'th ,zrlr.-:cr-fu Clhi,r 

'rncl
I rue, Lles l dcsignr:r l ho cie'trlr Lneu his stuff.
\blkslrgcn h,r,l alrercll fLrllr bookcd Ghia\
,icsign capaciE for- v ork on its Krrmann-(lhie.
nd that l rs rr hl nrr Irrthcr rccommendecl that
\hlro plece thc clcsign for the neu Plll0{llith
Ghir's subsidilr. Fnu. '

\bl. o iistenerl to Pt'ttcrson scnior. rr:rd the
rrc;ject l es dulr' plsscci to thc Turjn corch
SuiLder. At the satne tirlc. Ilclmcr rlanlged trr

!ccrctlr ensrlrc that the neu 1r qutlificd Pel1e.

ihcn rge.l just l+, \\'ould be cnplolcd irlFnta scr

==3 WmnEr
utt-L. 'Ëfwt fr'; --"= 'Effim' gr

thet hc could propose l desjgl for thc ncl car.
"trIl lather got mc the job." crplains Petter'-

son. "but he clicl it ven discrcetlr'. No one rt
\bllo kne' rlrrt I wns enplol.ecl ll ljrLra. \bh'o
dccidcd to nitiatc the l)roject in thc sun rer of
19ti rnclri-anterlto scc l'ilc proposrLs, so I trlv
ellecl to Irmr in Ïlr ino to clr:lr one. The Italians
-ere.i rcr\ rr,..l.'r ' ..r,lr ' : ,. p <., '-ine
the pÍojects but I \ràs. rnd dr,:l r, er e so plcrscd
t ith nrl tlrau ings thet theÏ sct me to \\'ork on
thc odrcr four propos.rls, too. J got';r bit ofbelp
*ith the practical siclc ofthc moclellinq fronr
Frur's irrrelnrrn. Nocolotti. Pietr o l'rua * rs a

r,,-c rl rr, rl-1. ,'. I' rle'r'.r rrt--r"..r
rnd:r co:rchrrork n;lr anrlhtrlro conrlents ot't
nr1'dcsignlhatsoerer.lvasinspircdbr., among
other things, the C.rn ette rnclthe l'hLrndcrbird

rn ltrli:rn uoulclnever-have putÊns orchrone

Top: wea.ing 'Pêllê P:

Pêttêrson posês with
Lund's white Jens€n-built

P1800'A and Lófstedt's
rêd 18005onthêharbour
nêar his home. Abovè:the

P1800's curves begin to
appeaÍ in the wo.kshops
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Abová: the complicatêd

w.ld€d-stê.1 moíocoqu€

com.s togsthêr €Íound

woodên bucL Right Pellê

P.ttarson inspacts ths
rovis6d wing - taiFfins

w6re clipped in his

odgináldÊsign

on a carl I really felt m_v wáy into dle work. The
curved line on the side ofthe car just cropped up
on the pàge.Ilike to think it's quite special."

Story has it that, when Luigi Segre and
Helmer Perrerson pre.ented the five Je.igns to
Volvo director Gunnar Engelau, he immediatelr'
selected Pelle's drawing and said that it was the
car he wánted. Wheo he found out that the
young Swedeandhis fathethad gone behindhis
back he was furiou:,;nd demanded drar it remain
a secret. Petterson'.s design success was attrib-
uted to Carozzeriá Frua for many years and his
name was, effectively! sweptunder the cerpet.

"I think the fact that itwas me who designed
the car first became public in the USA," he
recalls. "Myfaóerand Engelau later had some-
thing of a rapprochement, but it wàsn't until
about 1970 thatitbecatre cotrmon knowledge-
Actually, it has only really been in the past 10
yearc thetl've been properly credited as the cart
designer It did disappoint me, but I suppose that
Volvo thought it would ruin the car's Italian
image ifit became knolrn that lhe designerrvas
actually a young Swede. I've been officialll-
recognised byVolvo norv, though, and have even
been invited to anniversaries and the like, so
they've loosened up a bit over the years. I dont
reallylorowif itmaners all thatmuch. Obvjousll
l m flrnered b1 Íre interest drere ha' heen in rt.
but my life has been full ofso nanyother drings.
I don't live and breathe for that design but I'm
glad that other people setstore byit."

The newprojectwas codenamed 'Florida' and
everything seemed to be ready. Carrozzeria Frrra
built the first three protog,?es, rnd Helmer
Petterson reached an agreement rvith Ghia to
manufacture the vehicle. Evertthing was ready
to roll, butin Febmary 1958 Volls*.agen forced
Ghia to drop the Pl800. Bosses were wor ed
that it would compete widr tle Karmann-Ghia,
which they had also engaged Ghia to build. It
looked like being the end for the P1800: "The
project had more or less rur outofsteam, but llry
father was very eager to see it through. At one
point he even considered rnamfactu.ing it under
his own name, but that might also have justbeen
something he said to put pressure on Volvo.
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Sercral dillercnt solutiors l cre suggestcd
Hcibr-onner ( l;rrosser-iefabrik I)rauz tool l looL
lt it, enclin rrirl '\ugtst 195|i Thnonlgoffcrcd
to menufircturc the lllorirl.r [or nine rnillion
Srveclish Kronol but rloLhinq crne ofit."

It bclnn to Ioolt as if the P I 800 rl oultl nevcr
scc theÏight ol',1e1i \roivo had macl,-'no offlciel
:rrurouncelncnts lbout thc nct| coupé but, llter r
nyste ous press Ieletse turncclup u'ith I photo-
graph ofthc car,\blr o $'Js forccdto rcknoÍlcdge
its eristence. Fron that point on, project l'-lorirh
st^rted to g'.rther rronrentum. \roho appr,leherl

Jcnsen Àlolors in tl-re UK, rrhich lcceptcd a

contrect to builcl 10,000 cars.Jenserr rc:rchcd rn
lgreemcnt titb Prcssccl Steel of Scotlancl to
supph'the rnonocoque shell 

'rnd 
began buildins

dre clr.'Ihc P1800 m:rdc its debut rt the Inter-
netionaL trÍotol Show in Blussels in.lanutrl
19(r0,',rntlin Sepremhcr ofdre s'Jrle vc.rr dle li'sl
ploduction P1300 (thc 1961 nodcl) rollecl otï
Jensenls :rssembll linc to grcet an eagcr public.

Alonq the u rr', horver-cr', a fèu slight changes
had beer-r inrroducerl tÍr rhc cer. Si,l's Petterson:
"-lhet altcrcd l runrbcr ofclctrils. I h:rtl cnvis
,rged ihc chaust lrs bclnqcenn ll, but dreynoverl
it to make room for the numbcrplate. I tlso
$.I'r nr'L\.rl,cPl\rrrtl'r'',r,1. r|c. rr,lrir .
I' I rl,. .rrr\11,nn11Lt,nr.lnul\ cLrrl,. ,llrrl.'lle
drem. I'r'c subsequenrll sccn iome crrrs c,n u'hich
drose sorts of rlterirtions hlve been madc rncl
rrer ""1 r',..'1 . ',, ,, . Lrk, l < . -. 

"- -ir ',1:^ 
'r 

, rr,l. ll,.;-i l, ",.r'""l.l r r l, r'nrr' 'reh
it * es remc,uctl as a cost sar inq l hen the cerls

lnrnu+;cture wls nror'cd to (iothenburg in
\r'eJc .llr,,cl..r 

',111 
, 'r,ir,Le',rl.n, r rcir'

for criricisn hter on bccause they' could cause

injuries to dre driler in drc oent ofan acciclent.

The bigstee ltgv,hccl t:rs a must bccause dreLe

rvirs no powet stecring.I uoulclalso heÏe likeclto
q_ive the clr e bit nor-e poke, but rnÍorturlàtch'
\roh.o *ouldnt p..rv for a slx q-lindelgersion."

tn 1961, the P1800'.s narketing rcccivecl orr

addcd boost lrom an unexpected quarter \r'jth
the \'orlngi ector Roger MooLe, u'ho t'as cest ls
titrtor li 1'1,'r i-,. r'c" l r ':li h e "r" "r".-ic'
irased on Lcslie Cherteris' actiou-prckcd novels

ort thc xd\.entures of T/:': Sarizr. 1'hc producers

r':rnted ,\loore lo (lÍivc soncthing sexy rnd,
rr hen -lrgJu'rr rcl-Lrscd ro bump the sttr up the
n'rjting list for r nul car, T'l C opted for thc st'*l-
ish \blr o.'l hc 1800 rppcarcd in all 118 cpisodes,
which wcrc broadcast across the $orld. "Itwes
intelesting seeing the cet $ ith Rogcr Moore,"
savs Pettcrson. "-l hc Su cdish P 1800 cluh sa1.s

thrt I designcd drc c:rr, but Roger À,ioorc sold it
lr,c'vc lxrdr bccn narlc holor-rry nrcmbcrs,I've

mct him a couplc of tincs, he'-s a nicc mrD. I
think ir mcant e lot for thc success oflhc ci1r."

ln 1961. \blvo dccidcd to nor.e plorluction of
thc P I li00 h;rck homc to CothenbLrrs. The
\olro l\ i- I lr.'. , -,.,,11,r',,.rrr" ieI rrr. r '

thit ther-e was sprr'e caplcity at the pllnt.
Furthermore. \irlvo resn't s:rtisl'iecl ulth thc
,I, : r\ ", t ', I'r',",r, r 1,.'r J. r cr' r' rL. rrr'
out. The coDtractrïi1s re-negotjitcd, encl in the

The complêted P1800

prototypewithsignatur€
'cowhorn'bumpers and'V
badgê in the distinctive
chip-cuttêrgrille
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crld-lcnscn bujlt crrrl\ 6000 exrnples. In conncc-
ticn widr the nrovc 1o Codrenbure, a ntmbcr-of
desiqrr rlct.rils werc changccl rnrl several tcchri-
.'.rlr r' " -r^,r. rr,'1. r.lh.,tlrtll \'''
upgu(le.lro xl litre'fo,.rr'irnd thc btmper-s u erc

fl.attencd and corrjoincd. Ihc porrerful g-rillc
design *.'rs leplacccl rvith a cheaper rvirc nesh
\crsion. \rhilc L)etterson's siqnaLur-e curved
chrome strip \\'as streightened out. The nodi
ficrl 1800! tvpc rlesil'mtiot r rs'S' (fol S\teden)
rnd rnanufictnrc continuecl Jarlle1r' unch:rngecl

urltil frocluction ccesccl in 1971- In 1970, \rolvcr
relcesccll sports cstatc vcrsiotr ofthc 1|J00. the
ES. It htd ,r fuel-injected ens..lnc sh:rlecl l ith
r',crx \'l :.r' . r'.1,1 . r'- . ' r 'l .r..

'l hc LS t'as rnanrÍicrurecl lbr thrt'c r-errs, lrut
t as designcrl t idrout lnl input lrom Pettelsorr:
"I rr:rsrr'r consulterl lbout rrni. oídrose chlrrges,
thcr-e !r'r1s no cortlrct $,ith nre rt r11. I'cl been out
ofthe picrurc lirr-sotle tjrn c, xnd Iir Dot à tin ol
drc sports cstatc thrtthcy nredc torr ards the cnd.
The)' ruinecl the cer, rerllr'-."

Petterson is cclually indiflèrcnr ro contenrpo
lrrf cir dcsign, wjth l lcu cxccptiors: "'l'hcrcr
ere somc l.nqlish clrs, .lston i\Iartins for cxem-
plc. retrre r ttrirctivc. I :r1so like thcJ',rr"uers they
lrrirdc '.1 couple of )c'irs ago. BacL thcn 1'on
coulcln't imrgire,\lcrccrlcs in t|'.rl sort of
conrp',rnv only brgJ, lit *.holesalers drovc
around in thenr bur nou'ther''re cloinP some

reirlll, goocl stuff. es erc the lrench. I drilc .r

\bllo (170 clbrLolctanclI'rrr vert plc:rscclrrith it,
','r. l\. r,,(r i$r,r' , PIx" . B\ .l< rirrr, 'r
.Nme out. I'Ll beconrc e father-'lnd thcrcls nrr

roonr lirr,r pr-:rrrr rn thc bootl"
As l e roll our classic \blvos clown to the

harbour to take e icr, prrtiDi_t shots, PcttcrsoD
lnd thc nlo P1 li00s tluickh'lttrrct jntcrest Íiorn
pr.. r. r'.. He ,1 1'1.1.6 ^ rrr, t^ 't.*, r.'lr' lr. , rr, 'r ' 'r lr'.tL . l, tr r^ ltrrr'. '- l 'cc
qenuinc),r'' pleasecl to telk to people'rho,'t his
r r\,jri' r. l'r'ir ral.r',.L,Lrl'.rr rr''rr. irr rrr
old rge. the car has l)ecorue a bit ofa classic,"
smilr:s Petterson. "I don't lelllv Lnow llhlt to
sri! brlt itls certrjnlï not sonethirgl woul(l eïerr
have drclned of morc than 50 velrs lgo *,hcn I
\r'ils $ orkinq on rhc car' Itls e fdirytalc."'r'-E::"

Abover Pette rso n s wiÍe
lrene adnires the glitzy
dashboaÍd design of
heÍ husband's creêtion.

LeftP€Llè gêts bêhind the

whe€l-butthêderisner
há< nêvê. owned a P1800
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