Yaolve does sl compete. Bul since so many
Yoho owners wan o compete in Yaolvos, (i
s Voho's duty %o see that good and approved
acessirics are availahke
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Competing in a \olvo...
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Tuning aVolvo

Tuning and trimming a Voly

the maximum possible horsepower out of the CNEINC
and then driving
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dCCeSsories

High pefformssince camshalts ore availahie
| vanous types to sas the degres of
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Walker/ LeBeaus \olvo:
How It’s

In the understandable cwcitement over holmn
Bulfum’'s near-total dominance of perfior-
mance rallying this vear, it's been casy (o
forgel the supponting cast. Oee of the muaoee
succesalul of those has been the wam of Jem
Walker and Joo LeBeau m a Vabvo 142
Walker has gone sbout his rally carcer in
such a way thal sy wpineg rallnst could
emulate him in cesy and not-unbearabiy -
EApENSive Flages.

He built his cerment mount in 1972, Om the
car's seoond osting - the Press Oa Regand-
lisis ~ Wk poldliad il. gt il uprghl again,
and went on to finish eghth overall in the
200 mile car-killing evenl

Tha following sprng Walker and the Volvo
won thew first national evemt, the SOCA
“Twenly Siages™ Pro Rally. A few weeks
later the Yolvo added ancther pege 1o the
kore of millying. At the FIA mily, Rideau
Lakes, in Omiario, on & stape called While
Mountain Boad, the car camne over a ree
and lwanched itsel into mid-air. For the
mext three seconels thoee was no sousd save
the swish of car through alr. When it fe8 10
carth over 200 feet From e launch site.
Walker put his foot down and procooded
beal the tanget time of the slage - something
that no one had ever dose. The nexl e
they didn't bother with larpel times.

I 1974 1the Valvo cliimed thies liests in
SCCA Pro Rallies. Walker ended wp socond
overall = the drivers” standings, and would
have woe il he hadn't rolied the car while
keading the Happiness Is Susrise rally in
New York.

In 1975 Walker's driving hidped brimg Voo
0 within one poist of the SCAA Matonal
Pro Rally Championship behind Datsun. Oh
yes, he rolied the car again, thes time at the
Sumeiser 400 in Ohio,

Afier four years of that kind of besting, one
would suspact thal the Yoo was nexdy 1o
po o Valballs (after all, it is Swedish) Not
%0 A new mlly sanctioning hody, called the
North Amesican Rally Associstion, was
formsed in 1976 and Walker and the Volvo
ook a first and & second in the first two
NARA events.

LeBesu, & vetermanan toxicologist. & Wk -
er's co-drver, You would think thea

soemeone wilh all thed education might have
maore sense than to ride through the woods
wilh a hot-shoe in 4 rally Volva

*“All a co-driver or navigator noads is the
ability 1o Sllow directions, resd in & car
without petling sick, and trust = his dnver
¥ course, i helps il you are & bt crazy.™
OF pourse, Walker wasn'l always 4 workl
beater. Like everyone else, he's paid his dues
= but Be did it = g sensible (ehion.

To bagin with, Waler's chokce of 3 car - the
Valvo — was not deft entirely 10 chamce. He
Wik he & let's see, how docs ane
phrass thes debcaely™ What the hell, Jim
Walker sells Volvos fior & bving. There vou
have it righs up Mont. He husiles Vaolvos 1o
koup the woll sway from the door. Before
that he sold inserance and before that, ency-
clopedias. He has abways bad an aclive inter-
o5t in cars. sl while be was a student al the
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor an
OpEning came s ol e local Valvo

deziber. him jumped st the chance to menge
his hobby sd his vocstion. At the same
tome B mied Hial Eatom who 1ok him aboast
a new kind of rallying going on m Michgan
h was clesdestene, it was noctursal, ssd it
was [um

Jim had been running lime, spood and des-
rance rallies with his fabher since 1961,
rothing in thal had prepared him for the
experience of nding all night down din rooads
running Mat et Afer & few events he con-
vimced Hal that he ough 1o mavigate whlle
Jim drove. The first time he tried &, Jim
brew he had found his sport

They wene rumaing in 2 Voho 122 without
any pancuor success, mostly because [he
car was mol properly propared. They then
bought a 88 122 and set il up 80 be & real
rally car. The sow car was an ohmygod
improvemnent, meaning they began running
betier. They weee thisd at the 1971 Press On
Regandless. The |12 was o line car, bul &
needod mose power. Before Jim could do
anything about i, e sepped in. While
irying o docude whal 10 do nexi, he was
selected one of the top Volvo salesmen in
the world. The prize? A trip %o the Volve
works in Swoden

It wis there that Jem met and spent howrs

with Gunnar Andorsson, the deector of
Volve Competition Service. Andersson wis
the man behind the thees World Rally
Champsonships that Volvo has wom He has
been both & d&iver (wice Eamopean cham-
peon) and a buikder Jim was ovenahebeed
by the hospality of Andersson and his
people and by their willingness 10 help. Nosw
he couldn't wait 40 buid 3 car

In June of 1972 he ook delivery of a new
142 amd wen| bo werk, Feoim his own exper
ence and the advice he hod recsived from
Voo Competition, he peepansd dorens and
dovoms of peges o carelully detalied notes ol
exnctly what he wanied %o do 1o the car, The
noled wine very Iharough M Lighten the
ashiray. Bluepnint the engine ™1 He kept
reconds of everything. Every pound of
woigh! Uhal wiss removed of added was rne-
conded: every part number was reconded., the
amount of weight on ench wheel was recond-
ol everything was reconded

The cor was prepaned by the book, The ook
in this case was entithed “'Volvo Parts and
Equpmeont Catalog™ and is published by the
US arm of Volve Competition Service
which i pan of Volvo Western in Tormnce,
Californin. Waoyew Beldwes nasis the show @
Comp Service, and his book contains
gverything a Valvo Meak could want — from
jachet patches o bluepnnied engines. Ay
Vaolvo dealer can order the stuff, sad anyone
can il Baldwin for mdvice, specs of pRoes
Bedore the deparment was estabinled,
Wialker wins fosced 80 get his pants directly
fromn Sweden, Nod very (onvesient, and the
air freight was cxpensive

Walker weni the whole route n seiteng up
the car, Fiew, il was completcly guited
Everything that could be removed was -
moval. incduding the andercoating — a b
that sook frve davs and B0 gallons of sobvem
Says Jim, “May be the ultimesie @ messy
jobs, especially s July ™) Next came the
installation of the Volvo Safwri kil Sounds
semple enoegh untd you find that the Salan
kA consmts of re-eafiorced body and frame
parts which must be welded n place. Whal
with the things that have happened o the
car, il would seem that the Safan kit was
worth the work



